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(Ctiec* OneJ 
S) Excellent CI Goo <J □ ' Fiiir Q Deteriorated Q Ruins □ Unexpo»J 



(Check One) 
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DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rookery is composed of eleven stories and a basement; It 
reaches a height of 164- feet and rests on spread foundations 
employing beam and rail grillages. 

Square in plan, the building covers the entire lot* It is 
bounded on the north by Adams Street, on the south by Quincy 
Street, on the west hy LaSalle Street, and on the east by an 
alley, and has a large interior light court. Thus the building 
is naturally lighted on all four sides and in the interior. In 
the Adorns and LaSalle Street facades, the first two stories 
are of granite, the upper stories of dark brown brick and terra 
cotta. The walls of the light court and the first two stories 
along Quincy Street and the alley are constructed of cast-iron 
columns and spandrel beams. Thus, the building uses both masonry 
and skeletal construction. 

The court lobby was remodeled by Frank Lloyd Wright, in 1905 • Wright 
removed most of John Root f s original iron ornament and replaced 
it vith simple geometric plans* The staircase was encased in 
white marble. Bectangular urns, also of. marble, and rectangular 
light fixtures were also designed by Wright* 
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The Rookery is a prime example of the development of the multi- 
story commercial structure } utilizing the test construction 
methods then available. Its use of skeletal construction and 
fine ornamental detail place it directly in the mainstream of 
the "Chicago School" of architecture* 

Regarding the ornament of the Adams and LaSalle facades , arch- 
itectural historian Carl Condit states that "The architectural 
excellence of the Rookery's outer elevations grows chiefly out 
of the extraordinary openness of the walls, the airy yet vi- 
gorous articulation of the elevations, precise scale and pleasing 
proportions, and the firm integration of many diverse elements of 
decorative detail. The main entrances of the ..building, on Adams 
and LaSalle Streets, are among the best features of the outer 
elevations and are expressive of Root * s love of richly or- 
namented entranceways . n The Rookery is also noteworthy for its 
pioneering plan, which provides shops and offices around a 
graceful, semi -private square. 

Daniel Burnham and John Root were two of Chicago * s most signi- 
ficant and influential "Chicago School" architects. Their 
partnership was formed in 1873 and continued until Root's death 
in 1891. During this time they were responsible for approximately 
250 structures throughout the country. The majority of their 
Chicago structures have been demolished. 

The Rookery Building was presented a citation by the Commission 
on Chicago architectural Landmarks in 1962. 
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Burnham Library, Art Institute of Chicago, Adams Street and 
Michigan Avenue, Microfilm: Boll '25, Frames (1-19) 
Roll 27, Frames (1-86) Daniel Burnham r s letters and diaries 

Condit, Carl, The- Chicago School of Architecture , Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 19&4. pps. W~5o } 63-65 
Copies in file 

Seven photographs. 
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As the designated SUte Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 196& (Public Law 
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property foe inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
' National Jfl State Q Local □ 
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Acting Director 
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Cnicf, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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Cyclopedia of Architecture, Carpentry and_BuiIding , Chicago: 

American School of Correspondence , 1909. Vol. 5, PPS 18-19- 

Hoffman, Donald, The Meaning of Architecture: Buildings and 
Writings of John Wellborn Boot ! New York; Horizon Press, 

1967, Plates 31-45 . 

Several excellent photographs. 

Industrial Chicago: The Building Interest s, Vol .2, Chicago: 
The Goodspeed Publishing Co7, 1891, P* 122 * 

Inland Architect and News Record, Vol- II, WO. 8, July, .1888. 
Eendering of exterior, Details on contractors for 
building. 

_, Vol. XII, Wo. 2, September, 



ibsh: 

Photos and. plan. 

, Vol. 50, No. 3, September, 

1907, P- 36. 

"Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect for Remodeling; Work 

Executed by the Davis Marble Co., Chicago*" 

Koeper, Frederick, Illinois Architecture, From Territorial Times 

to the Present : A Selective Guide, Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press, 1968., p. 50 

Randall, Frank, History of the Development of Building 

Construction in Chicago , Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 1949* P. 112. 

Randall, John D., A Guide to Significant Chicago Architecture 
of 1872 to 1922. Glencoe, Illinois, P.O. Box 345, 195&. 
pTTS: 

Rebori, A.M., "The Work of Dumb-am' and Root, D.H. Burnham 
& Co., and Graham, Burnham & Co," The Architectural 
Record , Vol. 38, July- Dec ember, 1915, p. 42fT. 

Siegel, Arthur, Ed,, Chicago's Famous Buildings. Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 19&5, P* 62. 

Tallmadge, Thomas E., Architecture in Old Chicago , Chicago: 

The University of Chicago Press, 194l, pps. 14-5, l49ff , 186", r 
190, 198, 203-05, 208. 




„, ,tnrr" ni tf -^-^^— ~*^ ■■■*- ^ 1 * 1 "~ ^ -^-^^^^- 



^ 






^ 






■w^. 






^ 






-fc 






ns 






t^j 




^ 


^ 




n 


■" — 




m 


^r 


id 


CJ 




I 


in 




us 


i-( 



.*« 



*>-«._. 



til,-.:. 




to 




1 

1 


CD 

a) 


rv 






> 


CV> 


a «q 




Ul 


o 


O S 




It 


r- 


°£ 




UJ 
"7 


Oo 


J s 
? 


id 


1 




1 








o 1 




'£. 




a 3 




r- 




< a 




(0 




<=>« 








1^ 




<; 




o 







.■lt«/.!/:v:'- v i-fi •■£,'., 



<s> 



U 

I- 



^liyji'Laiv V ' ii. ' l^m-J* 



■■ --. wftjiL^ M ^a^i^i;i«aj<^«^^ 



'Form 10-301 
(Jul/ 1969) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 



STATE 

Illinois 



COUNTY 

Cook 



FOR NPS USE ONLY 



ENTRV NUMBER 



DATE 



| ^U, i ,.;,^ i i i ,¥V, > i^,i g , M .&. ; ( i .AWfo#fra^ 

ft. V NAME .*-. m ^fe-v^/^y:? ^^ ■-••' : : -- • ■■•••■ ■ ■■■■■■ ' ■■ ■ ■■ ■■■ ■ - — ; 

T i , ii ' : i ^ » mL' J, ^ ll ^'^^ : ^' :tf ^ : ^ :, ^^^ fc; - ^""-'" v '" J -"- ■■V-i..^.iWi II MlMllirnrii wiiF-f 



COMMON; g<1T»Vf> Try Building 



AND/OR HISTORIC; M -rfniiiji m ij j ! ■. - 1 ■ -■■ -■-■ ■■■■w.'.'. _■■ 

tl£Z$i$^ "•'" ■ • -■' '■' WW"""" 1 "" 1 ■■ — — - 



STREET AND NUM BER: 



20Q South LaSalle Street 



CITY OR TOWN! 



caicaBP- 



™^*™ 1 c o DE UoUNTY, CODE 

states CPDt - — rrrr — 

Tlllnois' IS UOOK „| / ., 

x±xxiiv^J- o _._ . . . ....H i . ■': .""."■". ' . ' ■'".■ _?.""^i" 'i £'?> ■■■%■' •■ •■>•■■■■ '* -- - -- ... 



UJ 



SOURCE: 



USPS- Chicago Loop Quadrangle, 7-5 minut e series 



SCALE: 



1:24000 






DATE: 



1Qrt"3 ■■■ ■ " m "* 

:wi:+:i*i;V^rife : ; : aa:ffSS!S:|:":|gi ; ^^ 



TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1, Property broundaries whar» required 

2, North arrow. 

3, Latitude ond longitud* rsferonco. 



it l» "« « ■ ift^ ; ^t,^. y: 



^■ ^■^. . ^M^^^^ 






* . o^- 1+ -th-a** -A-.fk -^. ^ll^ 1 -^^.^-^.;^-,^^! y,-.| i-ijfc j-»w i ii'rfih ;nri-r-^rV > - n: iyftri frrt'for^' ■'■ ^ j *^^'^^ T ^:£ k ^1^^ i-^/i^^fW-^uL^jii^r : ' ! J lUtMn-^'rT^ tf <iJfe%l>'ji.^ *- ;-¥.- ™ 



it i -irl'llfifc 



K-H-S6 



ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY 



w ; {J 



1 . Name of Site: 

Common Rookery Building 
Historic 

2. Location: 

Street and Number 209 South LaSalle 



City or Town Chicago 
County Cook 

3. Classification : 

Category (check one) 



Zip Code 
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Range 



Section 
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Integrity (check one) 



( x ) Building 
( ) Structure 



( ) District 
C ) Site 

Ownership : 

( x) Private 
( ) Public 



Access to Public 

( ) Yes (x) Restricted 

Present Use (check one or more) 

( ) Agricultural 
( x) Commercial 
( ) Educational 
( ) Entertainment 
( ) Government 

Ownership of Property : 

Owner ' s Name 



( ) Altered 
( ) Moved 



(x) Unaltered 
(x) Original 
Site 



Status (check one) 



(x ) Occupied 

( ) Unoccupied 

( ) Preservation work in progress 



( ) Unrestricted 
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Is there a program of preservation underway? ( x ) Yes 
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Archaeological Site 
Archaeological Site 
French Influence 
Illinois Frontier 
Illinois Early 
Illinois Middle 
Illinois Late 
Famous People 



Specific Date; ca. 1889 



(Pre-Columbian) 

(Post-Columbian to 1673) 
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(1900-present) 
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Areas of significance (check one or more of the following) 



x 



Aboriginal (historic) 

Aboriginal (pre-historic) 

Agriculture 

Architecture 

Art 

Commerce 

Communication 

Conservation 

Education 

Engineering 

Industry 

Invention - 

Landscape Architecture 



) Literature 

) Military 

) Music 

) Political 

) Religion/Philosophy 

) Science 

) Sculpture 

) Social/Humanitarian 

) Theater 

) Transportation 

) Urban Planning 

) Other (specify) 



Brief statement of significance: (include all names, and dates) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. Burnham & Root. Remodeled by F.L. Wright 



9. Form prepared by: 
Name and Title: 
Organization: 



National Register 



Date: 6/24/75 



Phone 



Street and Number: 



City or Town: 



County: 



Zip Code 



During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a 
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the 
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being complete* 
it a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's task. 

Bibliography 

Robertson, Robert, Of Whales and Men . New York, Alfred K. Knopf, Inc., 1954. 
National Register material. 
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Description : 

The Rookery is composed of eleven stories and a basement. It reaches a height 
of l6k feet and rests on spread foundations employing beam and rail grillages. 

Square in plan, the building covers the entire lot. It is bounded on the north 
by Adams Street, on the south by Quincy Street, on the west by LaSalle Street, 
and on the east by an alley, and has a large interior light court. Thus the 
building is naturally lighted on all four sides and in the interior. In the 
Adams and LaSalle Street facades, the first two stories are of granite, the 
upper stories of dark brown brick and terra cotta. The walls of the light court 
and the first two stories along Quincy Street and the alley are constructed of 
cast-iron columns and spandrel beams. Thus, the building uses both masonry 
and skeletal construction. 

The court lobby was modeled by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1905. Wright removed most 
of John Root's original iron ornament and replaced it with simple geometric 
plans. The staircase was encased in white marble. Rectangular urns, also of 
marble, and rectangular light fixtures were also designed by Wright. 

Significance : 

The Rookery is a prime example of the development of the multistory commercial 
structure, utilizing the best construction methods then available. Its use of 
skeletal construction and fine ornamental detail place it directly in the main- 
stream of the "Chicago School" of architecture. 

Regarding the ornament of the Adams and LaSalle facades, architectural historian 
Carl Condit states that "The architectural excellence of the Rookery's outer 
elevations grows chiefly out of the extraordinary openness of the walls, the 
airy yet vigorous articulation of the elevations, precise scale and pleasing 
proportions, and the firm integration of many diverse elements of decorative 
detail. The main entrances of the building, on Adams and LaSalle Streets, are 
among the best features of the outer elevations and are expressive of Root's 
love of richly ornamented entranceways." The Rookery is also noteworthy for 
its pioneering plan, which provides shops and offices around a graceful, semi- 
private square. 

Daniel Burnham and John Root were two of Chicago's most significant and influen- 
zal "Chicago School" architects. Their partnership was formed in l8?3 and con- 
tinued until Root's death in 1891. During this time they were reasonable for 
approximately 250 structures throughout the country. The majority of their 
Chicago structures have been demolished. 

The Rookery Building was presented a citation by the Commission on Chicago 
architectural Landmarks in 19&2. 
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